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Deputy Chief Jack Azzarello

i
i
Retires After 35 Years l
i
]

iIssues. Officer Azzarello was also a
lllinois Certified Youth Officer. i
Jack also enjoyed photography
as a secondary hobby. In fact, for ||

several years he was an official
8 photographer for not just local i
police department but also Fire i
Departments. Being called out at
any time to photograph traffic [
crashes, crime scenes and varioug
fires was a common occurrence for |
Officer Azzarello

John B. Frost was shot and killed Jack A I When Jack was hired, due to i
in the line of duty, by a fleeing D ac Chzzm?riF? i not having the required number of
bank robber in Lombard lllinois. eputy Chiet of Police | payRes officers, police officers of

So not long after high school he the Hodgkins Police Department i
became a police dispatcher on the Willow || were members of a joint FOP Lodge, thei

J n March 1st, 2015 Deputy

i Chief Jack Azzarello started
his well earned retirement. For

| over 35 years he served an(
protected our community.

_ Jack grew up in Willow Springs

and graduated from Lyons
Township High School. He worked

Excavating.
But law enforcement is in Jacks
blood. In 1936, his Grandfather,

i Springs Police Department. In 1978, he turned | Countryside -Hodgkins Fraternal Order

twenty one and became a patrol officer. Police Lodge #37.

i He then attended and graduated from _ - During 1981, the members of the
the Police Training Institute with the | Hodgkins Police Department decided
University of lllinois.

:

that it was time to have our own
Officer Azzarello saw a chance to Lodge. Local support was very strong
test for the Hodgkins Police and we now qualified for our own
Department in 1979. He says that he ¥ Charter.
knew the Hodgkins Police were Civil On December 1st, 1981 the Hodgkins
Service and viewed the Hodgkins Police Fraternal Order of Police Lodge #151 was
Department as a better long term employment " officially chartered through the National
opportunity. He jumped at the chance and was
hired onto the Hodgkins Police Department HODGKINS FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE LODGE # 151
on January 2nd, 1980. CHARTERED DECEMBER 1ST, 1981
. - EXECUTIVE BOARD L-R: TREASURER MARK WILKANS - PRESIDENT BILL JOHNSON
He came to Hodgkins already trained an e o e e Y L T
hit the streets immediately. Jack was our local '
reference guide to the lllinois Vehicle Code.
He could recite
about any statute
that was needed
He served as ou
goto guy when
we needed help orff
| accident reports
and motor vehicle§

.....

OFFICER JACK AZZARELLO #5
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Recordlng

'“ Secretary of our : _} 4
’Lodge Jack would - A =i aug i o~ &

:

>y )/ go on to serve in

< higher office with the
Hodgkins Lodge and

with the lllinois State Fraternal Order

of Police.

I n t he mi d t o .
department would go through many [Ke{:IREEEIEIE A e SN INe 9:v27 2 RICE2cRTe ol [V ) (UG oo Ty
changes. The village prepared for the
demolition of the trucking terminals along information on local street gangs and provide
Joliet Road to make room for a new shopping || public awareness programs for school and
center. Also, there was talk of a large shipping || park districts and private businesses.
company looking at Hodgkins. For these On January 13th, 1992 Officer Jack

Azzarello was promoted to the
rank of Sergeant. Now, in addition
i to basic patrol operations, Sgt.
Azzarello was a shift supervisor.
u Being promoted to Sergeant

major changes, the police
department needed to add on.
More officers were hired and the
old village hall was remodeled to
accommodate a larger department.
During this time, Azzarello brings many responsibilities. In
would continue to serve the addition to the routine patrol
department as a youth officer and work in activities, Sgt Azzarello took on additional
investigations. Jack teamed up with Ofc Phil duties. When officers had questions pertaining
Kringlie and developed the departments first to state statutes, Sgt Azzarello was the guy to
street gang unit. They would gather and build | contact. Sgt Azzarello supervised the Field
Training Officer Program. Jack was
HODGKINS POLICE DEPARTMENT chosen as one of the first labor
SGT. JACK AZZARELLO - CHIEF HUGH RHODES representatives when the Hodgkins
2003 HARLEY DAVIDSON ROAD KING POLICE CLASSIC Police Department joined the
e : ' Fraternal Order of Police Labor
i Council.
: A ‘ I In 2000, Jack was elected on the
’“iiﬂh- i e Do el Executive Board of th_e [llinois
Lol - a A\l Fraternal Order of Police State
||||||||m B N " Lodge. Also, Jack served on the
= ' o ; State F.O.P. Labor Council Board
for several years.
In 2003, Chief §
Hugh Rhodes &
expanded the fleet of
squad cars to include
a motorcycle Squad %
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Washington D.C.
Jack Azzarello & Phil Kringlie
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Davidson Police Road King was
purchased with seized drug funds, and Sgt
Azzarello became the Hodgkins Police
Department és first Mo
has rode motorcycles most of his life and

was a natural selection to fill this spot.

On February 27th, 2007 Azzarello was
promoted to the rank of Lieutenant of
Police. The world of Police
Administration became his newest
challenge. In 2008, Jack would continue his
administration education by graduating from

or
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Azzarello Retirement

Retired Chief Phil & Brenda Kringlie.
He also enjoys a family fishing trip to
northwest Wisconsin each year. He has
been going to the same area since h
was 5 years old with his grandfather.
Now only with, his wife Susie and Sons,
Matt and Chris.

So after 35 years of service with the
Hodgkins Police Department, Deputy
Chief Jack Azzarello has certainly
earned a well deserved retirement.

{ons
Congratulations: o
chief AZZ
Depuly g

the Northwestern University School of Police
Staff & Command.

OfIf Navember 2Ql2a ttk Azzarello
was appointed to the rank of Deputy
Chief of Police following the retirement
of Chief Phil Kringlie.

Jack is an avid
motorcyclist. Jack and Susie have
enjoyed several motorcycle trips

including North Carolina and a trip to
Washington

D.C.
Memorial Day weekend in 2013 with

for Rolling Thunder,
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